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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1 

Sample 1 
 

Model answer 

The two pie charts draw the conclusion of a survey of boys' and girls' cultural and 

leisure activities in Australia in 2020. 

Overall, equal quantities of both sexes enjoyed listening to music, but a 

dramatically larger number of girls liked reading. There were also many 
differences in terms of the children's preferred sports. 

Turning to the first chart, we can observe that boys prefer playing computer 

games (34% participation rate) than taking other activities. Playing basketball 
comes as the second most popular leisure, practiced by almost a third of male 

children. Basketball is followed by soccer, which is exercised by 17%. 
Skateboarding and listening to music are less preferable activities, chosen by 
11% and 10% of boys respectively. Reading, the least popular cultural activity 

among boys, represents only two percent. 

Taking a closer look at the second chart, we can see that girls' most preferred 

activity is dancing, being 27% of the total. In contrast to the boys' preferences, 
reading is chosen by more than a fifth of all girls. Although percentage of female 

children who play computer games is roughly twice less than that of boys (16%), 
this activity is third most popular on the girls' chart. With a slight difference 
between computer games and netball, the latter is practiced at 15% rate. 

Similarly to skateboarding popularity among boys, 11% of girls go in for 
gymnastics. Listening to music comes as the least popular leisure, with a 

proportion of 10%, equal to those on the first chart. 

(244 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1. 
Sample 2 

Model answer 

The line graph illustrates the average cost that the United States of American 

customers spent on mobile and landline phone services annually over a 10-year 
between 2001 and 2010 period. Units are measured in dollars. 

Overall, spending on residential phone services dramatically declined, while 

popularity of mobile services increased sharply throughout a decade. Also, both 
of services met at the same record in 2006. 

Getting back to the details in 2001, spending on mobile phone services began 

by merely $200, while the amount of annual expenditure on the residential phone 
services was around $700. Over the following five years, expenditure on landline 

phone services gradually dropped below $600, whereas expenditure on cell phone 
services rose to just over $500. 

It can be clearly observed that in 2006 cell phones overtook landline phones, 

and the services became equal in popularity with customers' annual expenditure 
of about $550. Then, cell phone expenses rose to approximately $750 in 2010, 

making nearly a fourfold jump relatively to its initial figure in 2001. Meanwhile, 
spending on residential phone services experienced a steep fall in 2007 and went 

on to steadily decrease for the rest of the period. 

(168 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1. 
Sample 3 
 

Model answer 

The bar chart compares the yearly number of visitors in 3 different museums 

(Victoria and Albert Museum, British Museum and National Gallery Museum) in 
the UK from 2007 to 2012. Units are measured in millions of Visitors. 

Overall, the peak of visitors' number was in 2012, while the lowest point was in 

2009 and 2010. 

Getting back to the details, Victoria and Albert Museum was the most popular 
from 2007 to 2009. During 2007-2008 its annual number of visitors remained 

constant at about 14 million people per year. However, the figure started to 
decline rapidly in 2009, and reached its lowest point of about 8 million in 2010, 

becoming the least popular museum for the rest of the period. After that, the 
number of Victoria and Albert Museum's visitors gradually rose up to 10 million 

visitors within 2 years. 

It can be clearly observed that British Museum was the second most popular 
in 2007, being outraced by Victoria and Albert Museum. Nevertheless, its number 

of visitors experienced a sharp fall in 2008 and remained unchanged the following 
year. Then, the figure started to increase. It reached its peak of approximately 

14 million visitors in 2012, regaining its position of 2007. 

It could be noticed that National Gallery Museum showed the most notable 

development with a steady growth throughout the period. Being the least popular 

museum in the beginning, it experienced a growth of more than 10 million visitors 
over 6-year period, and became the most visited museum in 2012. 

(213 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1. 
Sample 4 

Model answer 

The diagram explains the way in which bricks are made for the building industry. 

Overall, there are seven stages in the process, beginning with the digging up of 

clay and culminating in delivery. 

Getting back to the details, to begin, the clay used to make the bricks is dug 
up from the ground by a large digger. This clay is then placed onto a metal grid, 

which is used to break up the clay into smaller pieces. A roller assists in this 
process.  

Following this, sand and water are added to the clay, and this mixture is turned 

into bricks by either placing it into a mold or using a wire cutter. Next, these 
bricks are placed in an oven to dry for 24 – 48 hours.  

In the subsequent stage, the bricks go through a heating and cooling process. 
They are heated in a kiln at a moderate and then a high temperature (ranging 
from 200c to 1300c), followed by a cooling process in a chamber for 2 – 3 days. 

Finally, the bricks are packed and delivered to their destinations.  

(173 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1. 
Sample 5 

Model answer 

The line graph illustrates the number of visitors in millions from the UK who went 

abroad and those that came to the UK between 1979 and 1999, while the bar 
chart shows which countries were the most popular for UK residents to visit in 

1999.Units are measured in millions of people. 

Overall, it can be seen that there was an increase in the number of visits to and 
from the UK and there were more visits abroad by UK residents than Visits to UK 

by overseas residents over the period given. Furthermore, France was the most 
popular country to go by UK residents in 1999. 

It can be clearly observed that to begin, the number of visits abroad by UK 

residents was higher than for those that came to the UK, and this remained so 
throughout the period. The figures started at a similar amount, around 10 million, 

but visits abroad increased significantly to over 50 million, whereas the number 
of overseas residents rose steadily to reach just under 30 million. 

Getting back to the details, by far the most popular countries to visit in 1999 

were France at approximately 11 million visitors, followed by Spain at 9 million. 
The USA, Greece, and Turkey were far less popular at around 4, 3 and 2 million 

visitors respectively.  

(170 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1. 
Sample 6 

Model answer 

The line graph displays the stock values of four different high-tech corporations 

(Facebook, Google, Apple and Yahoo) in the United states of America from 2011 
to 2016. Units are measured in millions of dollars. 

Overall, Facebook’s value steadily increased, while Yahoo’s decreased. Apple’s 

stock price fluctuated wildly throughout the period and Google’s stayed relatively 
unchanged. 

It can be clearly observed that Facebook started the period with a stock market 

valuation of approximately 7,500 and this consistently moved up in value year on 
year to reach a peak of around 20,000 in 2016. Yahoo began the recorded period 

with a very similar value to Facebook, but in contrast, its stock devalued every 
year, until it reached a low of about 2,500 in 2016. 

Getting back to the details, Apple stock was valued at just below 5,000 in 2011 

and this jumped dramatically to nearly 35,000 the following year, before 
plummeting to around 7,000 in 2013. It recovered slightly in 2014 to around 

12,000 and subsequently fell to a price of just over 5,000 in 2016. Google’s shares 
remained at around 1,000 for the entire period.  

(155 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1. 
Sample 7 

Model answer 

The bar chat displays the stock values of four different high-tech corporations 

(Facebook, Google, Apple and Yahoo) in the United States of America from 2011 
to 2016. Units are measured in millions of dollars. 

Overall, Facebook’s value steadily increased, while Yahoo’s decreased. Apple’s 

stock price fluctuated wildly throughout the period and Google’s stayed relatively 
unchanged. 

It can be clearly observed that Facebook started the period with a stock market 

valuation of approximately 7,500 and this consistently moved up in value year on 
year to reach a peak of around 20,000 in 2016. Yahoo began the recorded period 

with a very similar value to Facebook, but in contrast, its stock devalued every 
year, until it reached a low of about 2,500 in 2016. 

Getting back to the details, Apple stock was valued at just below 5,000 in 2011 

and this jumped dramatically to nearly 35,000 the following year, before 
plummeting to around 7,000 in 2013. It recovered slightly in 2014 to around 

12,000 and subsequently fell to a price of just over 5,000 in 2016. Google’s shares 
remained at around 1,000 for the entire period.  

(155 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 1. 
Sample 8 

Model answer 

The table provides key information about the population, gross domestic product 

per person and life expectancy in four different countries (China, Russia, USA and 
UK)in 2020. 

Overall, there are two very noticeable features. Firstly, China has by far the 

highest number of citizens, but they have the lowest economic output per person 
out of the four powers. Secondly, the United States has the highest earnings, but 

the lowest life expectancy. 

It can be clearly observed that China has the highest number of people with 
around 1.3 billion citizens, however, the average person only produces $6,807 

and the Chinese average age upon death is 75.2 years. This is in contrast with 
the USA where people earn, on average, nearly 10 times more than a normal 

man or woman from China. Despite this, Americans live significantly shorter lives 
at just 69.2 years. 

Getting back to the details, The United Kingdom has the lowest population of 

the four countries with just under 65 million, but notably has the second highest 
GDP and the highest life expectancy with $41,787 and 81.5 years respectively. 

Russia has a population of nearly 144 million and a relatively low GDP per capita 
of nearly $15,000.  

(180 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 1 

Model answer 

It is often argued that it is more advantageous to choose a job with high wage, 
even if it doesn't appeal to you at all. I completely disagree with this opinion and 

think that job satisfaction is much more important than salary. 

First of all, I believe that job satisfaction gives people a sense of fulfillment that 

no money can guarantee. Even if someone is earning a high salary, but feels 
tensed and compromises with his conscience, this person won’t enjoy his life. 

While pursuing one’s interests will always bring pleasure and feeling of 
satisfaction. For example, a lot of famous researchers made their career choices 
not because of appealing wages, but because they were passionate about science. 

That’s why it’s more important to choose the kind of work that makes you happy 
than to look only at a high salary. 

Secondly, doing what you like keeps you motivated and therefore leads to a 
career growth. In other words, there is a strong relation between job satisfaction 
and productivity. People who love their jobs can easily excel in their fields of work 

and achieve better results than those, who put salary on the first place. For 
instance, Henry Miller decided to leave his everyday job despite a good wage and 

ventured to become a writer. And after enduring years of ups and downs he 
became one of the most famous and well-paid authors of the twentieth century. 

Thus, advantages of jobs that keep you satisfied outweigh the drawback of a low 
salary in a long-term perspective. 

To conclude, I strongly believe that job satisfaction is more beneficial than high 

salary because it makes people happy and motivated. 

(277 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 2 

Model answer 

It is often argued that the government should finance public services instead of 

spending its budget on arts, music and theatre. Although I agree that 
government’s investments in public services play a very important role, I think 

that proper funding of arts sector is also crucial for the society. 

On the one hand, the government should definitely allocate a large part of its 
budget on public services. This economic sector determines the overall quality of 

life, ensuring that some basic services, like schools, hospitals and roads, are 
available to all citizens irrespective of their income or social status. Public services 

satisfy the primary needs of the society and thus need a proper funding, while 
artists and musicians are not curing diseases or building houses, so their role is 

secondary. For example, any country can live without music concerts, but 
absence of medicine will create significant problems. That’s why the government 
should adequately finance public services in the first place. 

On the other hand, arts, music and theatre are not a waste of money, since they 
are an integral part of the society’s cultural and intellectual development and 

amusement. Firstly, art and music draw people’s attention to diverse phenomena 
and represent the inward significance of things. Quite often a single drawing, 
piece or song can exhort myriads of people to reconsider their attitude towards 

some situation. This way, art serves as a major source of nation’s personal and 
intellectual development. Moreover, visiting museums, watching movies and 

listening to music are common ways of relaxation and entertainment. Thus, art 
sector is also important for the society and should not be neglected. 

To conclude, though I agree that the government should allocate a large part of 

its budget on such urgent needs of the society like public services, I think that 
arts, music and theatre should also be financed since they play an important role 

in people’s development and entertainment. 

 

(317 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 3 

Model answer 

Despite knowing about biodiversity’s importance for a long time, human activity 

has been causing massive extinctions of different species. This essay will 
examine the main causes of loss of biodiversity and possible solutions of this 

problem. 

The two main causes of species extinction are change of their habitats and 
overexploitation of natural resources. When humans artificially transform the 

environment, they destroy vegetation and animals’ natural habitat. For 
instance, to build new roads people are cutting down the trees and cementing 

the soil, altering the environment. Because of that, a lot of species are dying 
out. Also, when the activities connected with capturing and harvesting a natural 

resource are too intense in a particular area, the resource becomes exhausted. 
For example, too frequent fishing doesn’t leave enough time for fish to 
reproduce and makes them disappear. In other words, human activities often 

deplete local flora and fauna and cause loss of bio-diversity. 

Some possible solutions to this problem are protecting natural areas and 

promoting awareness among people. By protecting areas where human activity 
is limited and avoiding overexploitation of its resources, we can save the 
untouched environment and prevent species from dying out. Moreover, the next 

step in fighting bio-diversity loss is informing the general population about the 
dangers of this problem. This way, people will be more conscious of the 

environment and won’t overuse or destroy its resources. 

To conclude, people’s activities that change the environment have negative 
impact on the world's ecosystem. However, we can significantly lessen the 

extinction of species by protecting natural areas and enlightening people as to 
this problem. 

(263 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 4 

Model answer 

Nowadays the number of overweight people is constantly increasing. This essay 

will discuss the main reasons of this epidemic and then describe the possible 
effects of the problem. 

In my opinion, the foremost causes of obesity are inactive lifestyle and unhealthy 

eating habits. Today more and more people rely on cars instead of walking, have 
less physical demands at work and prefer inactive leisure activities. This results 

in burning less calories and gaining weight. Moreover, the problem is accentuated 
by the growing number of people, who eat irregularly and consume large portions 

of high-calorie food. For example, about 50% of the adult population in Europe 
with so-called disordered eating suffer from obesity. 

The possible effects of this problem include physical health problems and loss of 

productivity. First of all, obesity results in incorrect functioning of the human body 
and contributes to the risk of developing some chronic illnesses. For example, as 

body fat percentage increases, the person’s metabolism worsens, which in turn 
may result in diabetes or heart diseases. Secondly, overweight people are very 

unhealthy and often suffer from stress and tiredness. This lessens their work 
capacity and results in lower productivity. For example, it has been proven that 
an obese person needs to put more effort to complete some task than a person 

with normal weight. 

To sum up, obesity is a big problem that affects a lot of people nowadays. It’s 

mainly caused by inactive lifestyle and eating disorders and results in severe 
health problems and loss of productivity. 

(251 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 5 

Model answer 

These days a sedentary lifestyle is becoming more and more popular despite a 

big number of sport facilities. This essay will discuss the main problems associated 
with this epidemic and propose some possible solutions to avoid them. 

The main problems caused by inactive lifestyle are obesity and various spine 

disorders. A growing number of body research shows that long periods of physical 
inactivity raise a risk of becoming overweight. This is because people burn fewer 

calories and easily gain weight. What’s more, a lot of studies show that so-called 
‘sitting disease’ often results in posture and backbone problems. Due to constant 

sitting, person loses muscle tissue and curves spine, developing numerous spinal 
diseases. For example, it has been proven that about 80% of people experience 

backache at least once a week. 

In my opinion, the best solution to these problems is promoting active lifestyle. 
Firstly, millions of people stay less active because they use cars instead of walking. 

Therefore, an effective way to make people more active is to advertise walking 
and cycling as safe and attractive alternatives to motorized transport. Moreover, 

inactive lifestyle is gaining popularity because nowadays a lot of people prefer 
passive rest to workouts in the gym. And the best way to avoid the hazards of 
unhealthy living is to obtain a regular dose of physical activity. Thus, promoting 

gyms and regular exercising would increase the level of activity. 

In conclusion, leading a sedentary lifestyle causes a lot of health problems, 

including obesity and spinal diseases. The most effective solution is to increase 
the level of fitness among the society by advertising physical activity. 

(268 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 6 

Model answer 

Nowadays tourism generates a significant portion of national income for many 

countries, but it has certain drawbacks too. This essay will examine the 
advantages and disadvantages of tourism and provide a logical conclusion. 

The two main advantages of developed tourism industry are boost in country’s 

economy and a large number of new job openings for the local people. Firstly, 
tourists spend money on a wide range of services, including hotels, amusements, 

transportation, food and medical services. This way, tourism yields an additional 
income, greatly supporting the country’s economy. Secondly, tourism increases 

the level of employment by bringing new jobs. For instance, the influx of tourists 
results in a larger demand in restaurant workers, tour guides, hotel staff and 

employees of retail services, exhorting business owners to hire more people for 
these positions. 

But tourism also has some major disadvantages like destruction of popular tourist 

destinations and development of illegal economic activities. Ancient buildings, 
temples and monuments struggle to cope with a vast amount of visitor’s traffic 

and get damaged. Also, the large number of tourists can cause environmental 
problems. For instance, when places of interest are overcrowded, natural 
resources often become overexploited. What’s more, the presence of a 

considerable number of tourists with a lot of money to spend, and often carrying 
valuables such as cameras and jewelry, increases the attraction for criminals and 

brings with it activities like robbery and drug dealing. However, proper hospitality 
management and correct usage of tourism revenue by the local government can 

eliminate these disadvantages. 

To conclude, although tourism can have certain negative effects like destructive 
impact and growth of crime rate, it has an extremely positive influence on 

country’s economy and provides a large number of new jobs for the local people. 
I believe that these benefits of tourism outweigh its drawbacks. 

(299 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 7 

Model answer 

It is often held that teachers, peers and the media have a significant influence on 

the life of children. While some people argue that these factors are predominant 
in shaping a child's future, others believe that parents impact their offspring in 

more critical ways. This essay will discuss both these points of view and argue in 
favour of the latter. 

On the one hand, the books children read and the music they listen to form their 

belief system. In other words, children tend to copy the behaviour of their 
favourite personality or fictional character. Moreover, when little ones work and 

play in groups, they are influenced by their peers. Finally, other factors, like the 
media, prompt children to want things regarded as fashionable. For instance, 

children demand toys that they see on television. 

On the other hand, a child's personality is malleable at a very young age, and 
parents are always present in their life at this stage. Also, very young children 

love to imitate. For example, children who come from a dysfunctional family often 
exhibit behavioural problems at school. An emotionally secure environment at 

home is critical for the child's confidence. Moreover, parents also teach children 
about setting boundaries. 

In my opinion, children's choice of friends, books or music depends on the values 

instilled in them by their parents. Therefore, parents hold more substantial sway 
over their offspring than media, pop culture and friends circle. 

In conclusion, the outside world influences the intellectual and social development 

of children. However, I believe that it is parents who set the stage for these 
developments by laying a strong foundation from a very young age. 

(273 words) 
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IELTS Academic Writing Task 2. 
Sample 8 

Model answer 

Some people argue that fossil fuels are essential for economic development even 

though they are highly polluting, while others believe that alternative sources of 
energy should completely replace oil, coal and natural gas. In my opinion, it is 

time to adopt cleaner fuels in the interest of the whole world. 

First of all, pollution caused by fossil fuels is not only destroying our environment 
but also causing great damage to our health. For example, air pollution causes 

life-taking diseases such as asthma and cancer. Under these circumstances, using 
clean energy is a necessity, rather than a choice. Moreover, phenomena like 

global warming and climate change are no longer in the distant future. The effects 
of these changes are visible even now. For example, studies show that the recent 

storms that ravaged Europe are a direct result of climate change. 

Secondly, alternative sources of energy can be made economically viable in the 
long run. To begin with, the exploitation of such energies will give rise to new 

industries. This, in turn, will result in more employment opportunities. 
Furthermore, new research can help in making these energies more efficient so 

that they can be used in traditional industries. For instance, in countries like 
Germany and the Netherlands, wind power is extensively used by households and 
manufacturing industry. Thus, with time, renewable fuels can contribute to the 

development of the economy. 

To conclude, I think that the world should try to stop using fossil fuels, and we 

should start using alternative energy sources. This is because a healthy 
environment is of the utmost importance to our future, and cleaner fuels can be 
made economically viable in the long run. 

(276 words) 


